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terms of §668.116 (e) and (f) to occur no
later than 120 days from the date that
the hearing official notifies the institu-
tion or servicer.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1094)
[59 FR 22452, Apr. 29, 1994]

§668.115 Prehearing conference.

(a) In the event that the hearing offi-
cial considers a prehearing conference
necessary, he may convene a pre-
hearing conference.

(b) The purpose of a prehearing con-
ference is to allow the parties to settle
or narrow the dispute. A prehearing
conference consists of—

(1) A telephone conference call;

(2) An informal meeting of the par-
ties with the hearing official; or

(3) The submission and exchange of
written materials by the parties.

(c) All prehearing conferences requir-
ing appearances by the parties shall
take place in the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1094)

[52 FR 30115, Aug. 12, 1987, correctly des-
ignated at 52 FR 46354, Dec. 7, 1987, as amend-
ed at 57 FR 47753, Oct. 19, 1992]

§668.116 Hearing.

(a) A hearing is a process conducted
by the hearing official whereby an or-
derly presentation of arguments and
evidence is made by the parties.

(b) The hearing process consists of
the submission of written briefs to the
hearing official by the institution or
third-party servicer, as applicable, and
by the designated department official,
unless the hearing official determines,
under paragraph (g) of this section,
that an oral hearing is also necessary.

(c) Each party shall provide a copy of
its brief and any accompanying mate-
rials to the opposing party simulta-
neously with the filing of its brief and
materials with the hearing official.

(d) An institution or third-party
servicer requesting review of the final
audit determination or final program
review determination issued by the
designated department official shall
have the burden of proving the fol-
lowing matters, as applicable:

(1) That expenditures questioned or
disallowed were proper.

§668.116

(2) That the institution or servicer
complied with program requirements.

(e)(1) A party may submit as evidence
to the hearing official only materials
within one or more of the following
categories:

(i) Department of Education audit re-
ports and audit work papers for audits
performed by the department’s Office
of Inspector General.

(i) In the case of an institution, in-
stitutional audit work papers, records,
and other materials, if the institution
provided those work papers, records, or
materials to the Department of Edu-
cation no later than the date by which
the institution was required to file its
request for review in accordance with
§668.113.

(iii) In the case of a third-party
servicer, the servicer’s audit work pa-
pers and the records and other mate-
rials of the servicer or any institution
that contracts with the servicer, if the
servicer provided those work papers,
records, or materials to the Depart-
ment of Education no later than the
date that the servicer was required to
file the request for review under
§668.113.

(iv) Department of Education pro-
gram review reports and work papers
for program reviews.

(v) Institutional or servicer records
and other materials (including records
and other materials of any institution
that contracts with the servicer) pro-
vided to the Department of Education
in response to a program review, if the
records or materials were provided to
the Department of Education by the in-
stitution or servicer no later than the
date by which the institution or
servicer was required to file its request
for review in accordance with §668.113.

(vi) Other Department of Education
records and materials if the records
and materials were provided to the
hearing official no later than 30 days
after the institution’s or servicer’s fil-
ing of its request for review.

(2) A party desiring to submit as evi-
dence any materials described in para-
graph (e)(1) of this section shall submit
that evidence with its initial brief.

(f) The hearing official accepts only
evidence that is both admissible and
timely under the terms of paragraph
(e) of this section, and relevant and
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